
 
 
Media Advisory 
November 7, 2011 5:30 pm   
City Hall, City of Columbia, 701 E Broadway 
 
CONTACTS:  
Ian Thomas 
Executive Director  
PedNet Coalition 
573-239-7916 
ian@pednet.org 
 
Michelle Windmoeller 
Assistant Director 
PedNet Coalition 
573-268-8816 
michelle@pednet.org 
    

Columbia Partnership to Receive $300,000 in Two New Grants 
Health Department to Promote Health Impact Assessments in  

Columbia and Boone County 
 
 

 
Columbia, Missouri— On Monday, November 7, 2011 at 5:30pm at City Hall, 
701 Broadway, the PedNet Coalition, in partnership with the 
Columbia/Boone County Department of Health and Human Services, Central 
Missouri Community Action, will announce the commencement of a 
Roadmaps to Health funded project dedicated to improving the economic 
situation and health of low-income people in Columbia and Boone County. 
 
Using the guiding principal that people who have jobs tend to be healthier—
now and later in life—than people who are unemployed, the Partnership will 
use a tool called a health impact assessment (HIA) to demonstrate to 
decision makers the connection between expanded public transit options, 
employment and health.  
 
Prepared comments from City Council Member Barbara Hoppe, Health 
Director Stephanie Browning, PedNet Director Ian Thomas, and CMCA 
Director Darin Preis will highlight the impact these grants will have on our 
community.  
 
The 12 Roadmaps to Health Community Grants, which support two-year 
state and local efforts among policymakers, business, education, health 
care, public health and community organizations, will be managed by 



Community Catalyst and are part of the County Health Rankings & 
Roadmaps program, a collaboration of RWJF and the University of Wisconsin 
Population Health Institute (UWPHI). 
 
“These projects are really exciting for two reasons:  first, they are truly 
collaborations among diverse community partners who bring expertise, 
relationships and resources to improve people’s health; and second, that in 
addition to health behaviors such as smoking and diet, they are focused on 
factors such as education, family relationships and income that heavily 
influence our health and quality of life,” said James S. Marks, MD, MPH, 
senior vice president and director of the Health Group at RWJF.  
 
PedNet and other grantees will build on the UWPHI’s County Health Rankings 
model, which highlights the critical role that factors such as education, jobs 
and our environment play in influencing how healthy people are and how 
long they live. The Roadmaps to Health grantees are working to create 
healthier places to live, learn, work and play. Taken together, the Rankings 
and the actions of the Roadmaps to Health grantees are a way of solving our 
nation’s health crisis.  
 
The grantees will build consensus for and implement policy and systems 
changes that address the factors that we know are connected to health – 
education, income and employment, community safety and social 
connectedness. Community Catalyst, a national consumer health advocacy 
organization, will use its expertise and successful advocacy framework of 
coalition building, grassroots mobilization, policy research analysis, 
campaign design and implementation, and communications and media 
strategies to help each grantee group achieve results, including policy and 
systemic changes.  
 
The Missouri Foundation of Health and several private donors have 
committed to a total cash match of $100,000 for this project. 
 

### 
 
ABOUT THE PEDNET COALITION 
PedNet consists of more than 7,000 children and adults, businesses and 
non-profits, schools, University departments, and government agencies 
dedicated to creating and promoting the use of a pedestrian and pedaling 
network throughout Columbia.  PedNet advocates for better facilities for 
walking, biking, and wheeling, and offers encouragement and education 
programs to help people shift to non-motorized 
transportation. www.pednet.org 
 
About the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 



The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation focuses on the pressing health and 
health care issues facing our country. As the nation's largest philanthropy 
devoted exclusively to health and health care, the Foundation works with a 
diverse group of organizations and individuals to identify solutions and 
achieve comprehensive, measureable and timely change. For nearly 40 years 
the Foundation has brought experience, commitment, and a rigorous, 
balanced approach to the problems that affect the health and health care of 
those it serves. When it comes to helping Americans lead healthier lives and 
get the care they need, the Foundation expects to make a difference in your 
lifetime. For more information, visit .   
 
About Community Catalyst 
Community Catalyst is a national non-profit consumer advocacy 
organization dedicated to quality affordable health care for all. Community 
Catalyst works in partnership with national, state and local organizations, 
policymakers, and foundations, providing leadership and support to improve 
the health of communities and to change the health care system so it serves 
everyone. For more information, visit www.communitycatalyst.org. Read or 
comment on our blog at  Follow us on Twitter @healthpolicyhub. 
 
 


